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Knabeé's rich history began more than 200 years ago when Wilhelm (William) Knabe
was born in Kreuzburg, Germany. Knabe learned the art of cabinet and piano making
through apprenticeships, dedication and hard work. After immigrating to the United
States, Knabe began work under Henry Hartye, a well-known piano maker, followed
. by establishing his own business of buying, selling, and tepairing pianos from inside
_ his home. He later partnered with Henry Gaehle to form the piano company Knabe
& Gaehle, the genesis of Knabe’s storied history.

. Knabe & Gaehle built high-quality grands, uprights, and squares at a
~ small factory in Baltimore at the rate of five per week. Although a modest
' output by today’s standards, Knabe pianos still managed to compete with

other well-established American manufacturers. After the admission

of Edward Betts as a partner in 1852, Knabe & Gaehle reorganized as
Knabe, Gaehle & Co., but the partnership dissolved in 1855. As a result,
Knabe founded his own firm, Wm. Knabe & Co., establishing itself as the
finest piano maker in the market. Despite the hardships that accompanied
the split, including fires that destroyed both of his piano facrories,
Knabe went on to win the Maryland Institute Exhibition over 20 other
manufacturers, In 1860 Knabe built a large factory in Baltimore, occupying
two city blocks and employing over 300 workers. With the outbreak
of the Civil War and the resulting decline of the southern market, the
company managed to keep afloat by expanding its markets into the growlng_"
American west.

“Ihey reﬂect monumental credit on American achievement; they are perfection.”

— Richard Strauss, leading German composer
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mastering the trade, Through hard work and dedicatjon, Knabe acquired
@ 'eputation for being an outstanding piano maker.

years

.In 1831, Knai_)e met Christing Ritz, which resulted in ap engagement of
marriage. William
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'futtfu Knabe Grand combines with great volume of tone, rare sympatkettc and
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Pianos have been a fixture in the White House for
centuries, with several Presidents being adept piano
players. Throughout history, numerous Presidents of
the United States have featured a Knabe piano in the
Executive Mansion, including Rutherford B, Hayes,
| Chester A. Arthur, Woodrow Wilson, Herbert Hoover, |

and Lyndon B. Johnson. S
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Albert Einstein not only had 2 N
p;ission for physics bue also a love for < )
music. In fact, he once sraced that he

would have prcfcrred o have been
a musician rather than a theoretical
physicist. Einstein ‘was the proud
ownerof a Knabe piano anda gkilled
pianist, performing in concerts for

charity throughout his life.
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Astoundingly, his -devotion O

s

S

music.and mathemarical theories
often merged. According  tO

s his wife Elsa, Einstein had an
interestinghabit of entering his living room and sitting down
ac his piano while in deep thought, playing several chords, and
retreating to his study to resume working on scientific and a
1 mathematical theorems.:
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- “Toften think
, music. I get most joy in i B ™
joy in life out of music.” — Albere Einstein, Th —
stein, Theoretical Physici
ysicist
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An exquisite Wm. Knabe &:Co. pigiﬁ(’),“hpué.ed at the historic Ellis N
Auditorium in Memphis, TN for over 25 years, was purchased by
Elvis Presley® in 1957. Manufactured in 1 912, amazingly it is the very
same piano played at revivals that Elvis attended during his youth.
The “King of Rock and Roll” had this prized possession refurbished
in white with gold trim, peréonall)( supetvising the refinishing |
process. The Knabe piano and matching bench were moved into his
music room at the newly built mansion. Several photographs of Elvis

—

standing beside this piano were taken inside Graceland. This Knabe
piano was featured in his music room from 1957 to 1969.

s




The craftsmanship that makes the Knabe one of
the world’s best pianos is not the acquisition of one
generation but a pedigree of skills that have run
through more than three hundred years. Making a
grea gifanu pi&ﬂo starts with the determination not
to compromise in any aspect of the design, materials,

or craftsmanship.

The Knabe piano is beauuﬁllly crafted with tonal quality
- likened unto the trained human voice. For the home,
_ community center, school, or grand concert stage, the
Knabe is the wotld’s best performance piano. From
the carefully hand-laid, tapered solid Canadian spruce
- soundboard, to the specially selected oak and maple that
-ishand bentinto the finestand strongest rim in the piano
_industry, to the final touches of the master technicians
 thatregulate the premium actionand German hammers,
every step in the creation of this marvelous instrument

is the work of master craftsmen,

Computer Numerical Control
By the application of the most advanced piano engineering
technology, Knabe ensures high accuracy manufacmrmg

and transparent distinctions in sound,



Dhiosiplty

~ When William Knabe built his first piano in 1837,
he achieved what others had sought to do but never
accomplished, setting a new standard for piano craftsmanship.
‘The Knabe piano had a sweetness and clarity of tone that no
other instrument could produce. This quality has characterized
every Knabe piano ever built and continues today, and it’s a
philosophy that distinguishes Knabe.

Knabe pianos are handmade, limited production pianos created
in the finest tradition of over 300 years of piano crafting,
Production pianos have their place in the world of music. They
are tonally consistent and durable, but they lack the “soul” of
a handcrafted instrument. Each handmade Knabe has its

~ own personality. When you play a Knabe, you will sense the
difference.

Original Knabe concepts such as the solid spruce
soundboard shape and dimension, bridge placement, and
overall structural design add to capturing the critical essence
 of the Knabe piano along with the original Baltimore scale on
many Knabe models. Only woods, metals, glues or natural
fabrics best for each particular purpose are ever permitted in a
Knabe. The only wood used for Knabe pin planks is winter-cut,
quarter-sawn, northern hard rock maple for added strength
and holding power. For other woods, we search the globe, 17
areas in all, for the rarest varieties to provide the specific grain

- and texture required for each application.



The rich and wondrous tonal quality of the Knabe has often been described
as the nearest approach to the human singing voice. No piano in the world
S “ has a voice quite like it. So distinctively mellow, so warmly melodic,

- J: TN e > @ itis often compared to the lyric richness of a glorious human voice.

Its reputation for matchless tone and flawless beauty of encasement is
the result of undeviating adherence to the conviction that in piano making
there is no detail that does not deserve the closest attention and care.

This policy is accepted as a trust by craftsmen who consider it a privilege to

add their skill to the creation of pianos worthy of the Knabe prestige.

Knabe's innovative American design team creates Knabe grand pianos that
produce the same warm singing tone of bygone years. We have scoured the
world for the finest material and components to ensure that performance
and durability continue for generations. |

Endorsement letter from Pope Leo XII. Direct from The
Vatican, this letter from 1901 states His Holiness giving
‘Wm. Knabe & Co. the title of “Purveyors To The Holy

Apostolic Palaces” for its superior performance.

Tbe sweetress (yf its tone  transpotts the soul and makes one dream of worlds wk

— Italian Operatic composer Giacomo Puccini




Wm Lnabe & Co.

ESTABLISHED 1837

1329 Gateway Drive - Gallatin, TN 37066
615-206-0077
www.knabepianos.com



